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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-11 and 12 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jackson et al (4,361 ,208). 

Re: Claims 1-11, Jackson et al disclose an elevator car assembly (10, Fig. 2) 
comprising: 

• a frame (12, including, 14, 16, 18 and 20, 32 and 34, Col.2, L. 46 - 66); 

• a platform (122) adjustably supported upon said frame, said platform being 
selectively adjustable relative to said frame to equally distribute a weight of 
said assembly; 

• wherein said frame includes a plank beam (34) that is attached to an upright 
(18, 20) secured near each end of said plank beam and comprising at least 
one brace (172, 170) mounted between said platform and said upright, said 
brace stabilizing said platform in a selected position relative to said plank 
beam; 

• wherein said brace includes a slot (to accept 144, Col. 6, L. 9) and a 
corresponding one of said uprights supports a member (144) that is received 
in said slot, said member operative to secure said brace in a selected position 
relative to said upright; 

• wherein said brace comprises a steel sheet (Col. 1, L. 29); 

• A plurality of braces (170, 172, Fig. 1) mounted in a substantially V-shaped 
orientation between said platform and said upright; 

• wherein said braces are secured to said upright by a single fastener (144); 
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• wherein each of said braces includes a slot and a fastener at least partially 
received through said slots to secure said braces to said uptight; 

• wherein said brace includes a slot near an end (1 84, Fig. 1 ) of said brace 
(approximate 148) that cooperates with said platform such that said end is 
adjustable relative to said platform (via slot 158 of platform) to alter a position 
of said platform relative to said plank beam; 

• wherein said brace includes a second slot (approximate 144) near an 
opposite end (174) of said brace that cooperates with said uptight such that 
said opposite end is adjustable relative to said uptight to alter a position of 
said platform; 

• wherein the platform is adjustable relative to the frame in at least a first 
direction within a plane of said platform and in a second direction that is not 
parallel to said plane (Fig. 2); and 

• including a plurality of fixed length braces (170, 172 and 136) securing said 
platform in a selected position relative to said frame, respectively. 

Re: Claims 12 - 15, Jackson et al disclose an elevator car frame assembly (10, 
Fig. 2) comprising: 

• a first upright (18), a second upright (20), a horizontal member secured 
between said first upright and said second upright (34), and a platform (122) 
at least partially adjustably supported upon said horizontal member, at least 
one brace (170, 172) adjustably securing said platform to said first upright; 

• wherein said brace comprises a slot (approximate 144) and including a 
fastener (144) that is at least partially received through said slot to secure 
said brace to one of said platform or said first uptight; 

• wherein said brace comprises a second slot (approximate 148) and including 
a second fastener (148) that is at least partially received through said second 
slot to secure said brace to the other of said platform or said first upright; and 

• a plurality of fixed-length braces (170, 172) adjustably mounted to said 
platform and said uprights, respectively. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jackson 
et al in view of Smith (US 2003/0010577). 

Jackson et al are silent with respect to a plurality of isolation pads. 

Attention is directed to Smith who teaches his isolation pads (40, Fig. 3) mounted 
to his platform (21) whereby his platform has a plurality of layers separated by his 
plurality of isolation pads, said pads having an equal weight distribution thereon (Para. 
0022 - 0023) for damping of vibrations as known in the art. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
reference of Jackson et al with the teaching of Smith for user comfort. 

Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jackson et al in view of Ericson et al (5,564,529). 

Ericson et al disclose an elevator car assembly (14, Fig.'s 1 and 2) comprising: 

• a platform (46) comprising a plurality of sheets (56, 58, and 62) upon a plank 
beam (36); 

• adjusting a position of the platform (by means of 44) relative to the plank 

beam; 

• wherein the frame includes at least one brace (44) extending between the 
platform and an upright (38) secured to the plank beam; 

• said brace to adjust the platform position; 

• a cab (32) secured to the platform; 
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• the car assembly supported in a lioistway (1 2) and a position of tlie platform 
relative to the plank beam adjusted to thereby level the assembly within the 
hoistway. 

However, Ericson et al are silent with respect to: 

• to selectively distribute the platform weight over the plank beam to thereby 
balance the car assembly; 

• subsequently adjusting the position of the platform with respect to the plank 
beam; and 

• supporting a car assembly in a hoistway and subsequently adjust a position of 
the platform relative to the plank beam adjusted to thereby level the assembly 
within the hoistway. 

Nevertheless, independent Claim 17 and its dependents are considered product- 
by-process claims. 

Even though product-by-process claims are limited by and defined by the 
process, determination of patentability is based on the product itself. The patentability of 
a product does not depend on its method of production. If the product in the product-by- 
process claim is the same as or obvious from a product of the prior art, the claim is 
unpatentable even though the prior product was made by a different process." See 
MPEP 2113. 

The car assembly of Ericson et al contains the structures and interdependence 
as cited in the claim language, thereby meeting the claim language. Furthermore, the 
leveling of the car assembly during and following the installation of the elevator car on 
the platform would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Suchodolski et al (5,325,937) and Himes (1,907,967) are cited for 
isolation and balancing of elevator car assemblies, respectively. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefan Kruer whose telephone number is 571 .272.5913. 

The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571 .272.6856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 .273.8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 

/Stefan Kruer/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3654 
8 June 2008 
/Peter M. Cuomo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



